
2023 ANNUAL REPORT
AMIGOS BRAVOS



TABLE OF CONTENTS:

Front cover painting titled, “The Hour I Walked Into” by Taos artist, Jeff Cochran. 
Above photo credit: Geraint Smith.

FROM THE EXECUTIVE  
DIRECTOR

RESTORING WATERSHED 
HEALTH

HOLDING POLLUTERS  
ACCOUNTABLE 

BUILDING A WATERS 
MOVEMENT 

FINANCIAL REPORTS,  
APPRECIATION & THANK YOU

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

3

4-12

13-15

20-21

16-19

22-26

Our mission
To protect and restore the waters of New Mexico.
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Our past fiscal year 
(FY23) was another 
busy year for Amigos 
Bravos, much of which 
can be attributed to the 
United States Supreme 
Court.  You may wonder 
what in the world the 
Supreme Court has to 
do with the mission of 
a watershed protection 

non-profit organization in New Mexico — as it 
turns out, a whole lot.
 
In a very controversial decision known as the 
“Sackett vs. EPA” (or “Sackett”) decision, the 
U.S. Supreme Court drastically reduced federal 
protections for American rivers and waterways. 
Under Sackett, only waters that are “relatively 
permanent, continuously flowing or standing” 
and only wetlands that have a “continuous surface 
connection” to these waters, are now deemed 
to have protection under the federal Clean 
Water Act.  While this decision has profound 
consequences across the country, the situation in 
New Mexico is even more dire. Because we are in 
an arid state, a huge majority of our waters don't 
flow continuously and therefore now not eligible 
for protection under the Clean Water Act.
 
Indeed, it is estimated that up to 96% of New 
Mexico’s streams and rivers lost protection, as 
well as over 88% of New Mexico’s wetlands — a 
terrible situation to be sure.  In anticipation of 
this decision, Amigos Bravos has been working 
with the NM Environment Department and other 
allies to begin to develop a state surface water 
permitting program, in which the state could take 
control over regulating discharges to our waters.  
For more information about our response to  

the Sackett decision’s impacts, please visit 
nmwaters.org.
 
In the summer and fall of  2023, Amigos Bravos 
has focused a lot of resources on this effort.  In 
the Fall of 2023, we led coalitions to meet with 
the Governor’s office, to communicate with 
legislators, and to coordinate extensively with 
the NM Environment Department. We drafted 
regulatory language that would provide interim 
protections from dredge and fill impacts while the 
state permitting programs are being developed 
and we identified funding needs to push for in 
the FY2024 legislative session.  

Update: in early 2024 the legislature 
appropriated approximately $7.6 million to 
the Environment Department to develop a 
state surface water permitting program – a 
big and important victory!
 
In addition to our work to mitigate the impact 
of the Sackett decision on New Mexico, we 
continued our many other projects around 
the state. We continue to build our capacity to 
engage in important water issues everywhere 
in New Mexico, and in late FY23 we hired an 
Albuquerque based policy specialist to focus on 
impacts of mining, oil & gas and other extractive 
industries on our watersheds.
 
As always, we appreciate our members  
and supporters for enabling us to do this  
important work.  

 
For the Rio,
 
Joe Zupan
Executive Director

From the Executive Director 
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EXPANDING OUR WETLAND JEWELS RESTORATION AND PROTECTION 
AREAS TO THE GILA AND SAN JUAN WATERSHEDS

Amigos Bravos expanded our Wetland Jewels 
project to the Gila watershed in 2023. Working 
with a number of key watershed stakeholders 
and partners, we received over 150 responses 
to the community input survey which prioritized 
watershed functions such as; unique or value 
plant communities, waterfowl and waterbird 
habitat, aquatic invertebrate habitat, ground-
water recharge, fish habitat, and streamflow 
maintenance. 

Using these survey results, Amigos worked with 
St. Mary’s GeoSpatial Services, the Gila National 
Forest Watershed team, and project leaders to 
identify an initial 15 keystone wetlands across the 
National Forest for protection and restoration. 
These areas encompass upland wetland systems, 

playa wetlands, and key recreational and ecological riparian corridors throughout the Forest. 

In late summer 2023, the Gila Wetland Jewels Storymap went live and was shared widely with 
the survey respondents and watershed stakeholders and partners. Amigos staff presented on the 
storymap and overall project at several coalition meetings, the New Mexico Wetland Roundtables,  
and the Gila Natural History Symposium. 

At the end of the year and beginning of 2024, Amigos worked with Keystone Restoration Ecology 
and Natural Channel Design to submit a restoration proposal to the New Mexico Environment 
Department’s River Stewardship program to begin the restoration of two Jewels, Trout and Romero 
Creeks. These streams are within the Luna EIS planning project which has already completed NEPA 
analysis and would be cleared for direct implementation once funding for design and construction 
are secured. Staff also worked directly with the Gila and Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests to get the 
project added to their workplans and inline for direct Forest Service Funding. 

Amigos Bravos will continue to work with partners in the watershed to identify additional restoration 
projects as well as continue to engage with ongoing watershed restoration action plans that 
encompass our Wetland Jewels areas. The Gila is a truly remarkable place, full of unique fauna 

Restoring Watershed Health 

Photo Credit: Steven Fry
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and flora, and our team feels fortunate to be 
contributing to the restoration and protection of 
these natural areas for all New Mexicans. 

In addition to the wetlands work in the Gila, 
Amigos Bravos completed a Wetland Jewels 
analysis on the San Juan to further aid the 
restoration of the Colorado River Basin in  
New Mexico. The San Juan Wetland Jewels 
are a critical project for the river’s health as the 
precipitation levels and presence of wetlands 
have both drastically dropped during the 
drought our region has experienced. 
Watershed stakeholders identified through 
the community survey that groundwater 
recharge, bank and shoreline stabilization, 
waterfowl and waterbird habitat, aquatic 
invertebrate habitat, unique and valuable plant 
communities, and fish habitat were the most 
important watershed functions for the area. 
Amigos worked with our mapping team at  
St. Mary’s to identify an initial 12 wetland areas 
for immediate protection and restoration. 

Through our stakeholder outreach and 
conversations, the Canon Largo Jewel was 
identified as one needing critical attention 

immediately due to its sediment loading 
potential and critical habitat for waterfowl.  
Staff have been working with the Bureau of Land 
Management to begin project exploration and 
hope to move the project forward in 2024. Our 
team will continue to work with stakeholders 
in the area to further identify which areas are 
implementation ready and would contribute the 
most to the region’s ecological health. 

Additionally, as part of the Jewels process, our 
team realized that a significant portion of the 
watershed on the Navajo Nation does not have 
current National Wetland Inventory mapping. 
The project team worked with St. Mary’s and 
the Navajo Nation EPA to discuss updating 
the mapping and was successful in securing 
permission to help the Nation complete the 
update. This presents another opportunity to 
expand the Jewels analysis and identify critical 
wetlands on the Nation to aid their watershed 
goals and objectives. 

The San Juan Wetland Jewels Storymap was 
finalized and made public in the Fall of 2023 
and is now being used to communicate the 
impact and benefits these wetlands provide to 
the community and the watershed. The National 
spotlight has been placed on the Colorado  
River Basin, and while the Rio Grande is just  
as important to New Mexicans, Amigos Bravos is 
proud to play our part in Colorado‘s River Basin 
too, by completing the Wetland Jewels and 
preparing to help implement the restoration of 
these areas. The Jewels has attracted interest 
from the neighboring States and Amigos has  
shared our process so that other partners 
may utilize our process for their own wetland 
prioritization projects. 

Restoring Watershed Health 

Photo Credit: Jim O‘Donnell (San Juan)
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Restoring Watershed Health 

PROTECTING NEW MEXICO’S WATERS IN THE WAKE OF THE LOSS 
OF FEDERAL PROTECTIONS

In May 2023 the U.S. Supreme Court issued 
the Sackett vs. EPA decision which drastically 
reduced federal clean water protections. Under 
Sackett only waters that are “relatively permanent, 
continuously flowing, or standing” and only 
wetlands that have a “continuous surface 
connection” to these relatively permanent waters 
continue to receive protections under the federal 
Clean Water Act. In New Mexico, this decision is 
devastating for several reasons, first, up to 96% 
percent of our state’s rivers and streams are  
not relatively permanent or continuously flowing 
and thus are no longer federally protected. 
Second, unlike 47 other states across the country, 
New Mexico does not have a state program to 
control pollution through a state-run discharge 
permitting program. This means with the loss  
of federal jurisdiction, and with that the loss  
of federal authority to control discharges  
into most New Mexico’s waters, we are left 
facing unregulated discharges of pollution into 
New Mexico’s rivers, streams, and wetlands. 
Amigos Bravos has been leading the charge 
in New Mexico 
to advocate for 
the EPA and the 
U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers to 
continue to  
protect as 
many waters as 
possible within 
the limitations 
of the Sackett 

ruling and to work at the state level to adopt and 
implement state-level protections to fill the gap 
in clean water protections. In early 2023 Amigos 
Bravos was chosen to organize one of only two 
southwest regional roundtables to communicate 
to EPA regional stakeholder concerns and clean 
water priorities. In the Summer of 2023 Amigos 
Bravos brought together New Mexico Tribal 
community, sporting, environmental advocacy, 
and community health organizations to form the 
Protect NM Waters Coalition to advocate for  
state level clean water protections. The group, 
which continues to meet frequently, engages  
with legislators, regulators, and various clean 
water stakeholders to advocate for funding, 
interim protections, and regulatory action at  
the state level.

Bravo: In 2023, Amigos Bravos, along with  
our clean water partners, successfully 
advocated for 680k of state funding to go 
towards the development of a state surface 
water permitting program to control discharges  

of pollution  
into New 
Mexico’s  
waters. 
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CONTINUING OUR WORK TO 
IMPROVE THE HEALTH AND 
RESILIENCE IN MIDNIGHT 
MEADOWS WETLANDS 
 
In July-August, working with our contractors 
Keystone Restoration, we completed a large
restoration project at Midnight Meadows. 
This long-planned out project involved 700 
feet of “big hole” restoration including the 
installation of one cross vane, three one rock 
dams, eight log vanes and two ponds, as well 
as the construction of 1600 feet of heavy duty 
exclosure fence around these structures.  

On the tributary channel to North of the new 
exclosure fence, we installed five contour 
swales and 15 excavator plugs using contractors 
and heavy equipment.

On the weekend of August 18th to 20th, we 
worked with 45 volunteers to install 11 brush 
berms, one zuni bowl, and 25 one rock dams, 
also in the channel to the North of the new 
exclosure fence. Fencing repairs to the two 
upper exclosures were conducted and 20 
repairs and modifications to rock structures  
(one rock dams, zuni bowls, etc.) within those 
two upper exclosures were also completed.

Restoring Watershed Health 

Photo Credit: Rachel Conn
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BEFORE

AFTER

Restoring Watershed Health 
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During the summer of 2023, 
Amigos Bravos hired Arden 
Foster for a grant-funded 
Range Rider position. Arden 
worked up in Midnight 
Meadows in coordination 
with Amigos Bravos, USFS, 
the grazing permittees, and 
Keystone Restoration Ecology. 
Arden‘s primary role as a 
Range Rider was to monitor 
grazing cattle and to keep 

them in the correct pastures 
and away from the active 
restoration work. She also 
helped repair damaged 
fencing in an effort to better 
manage the cattle and keep 
them in the appropriate 
grazing allotment. Bravo, 
Arden, for riding the range 
and helping to protect this 
important northern New 
Mexico wetland!

Restoring Watershed Health 

WE COULD NOT DO OUR RESTORATION WORK  
WITHOUT OUR VOLUNTEERS AND PARTNERS! ❤

BIG THANKS TO ABQ WILDLIFE FEDERATION AND U.S. FOREST SERVICE /  

CARSON NATIONAL FOREST DIVISION AND KEYSTONE RESTORATION ECOLOGY
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Restoring Watershed Health 

PROTECTING AND RESTORING 
NATURE’S ENGINEERS TO PROMOTE 
HEALTHIER WATERWAYS AND 
ECOSYSTEMS

When beavers build or chew on private or pub-
lic property, they can damage trees and cause 
unwanted flooding. Understandably, humans 
get upset. But there are some pretty simple 
workarounds to these problems that help 
humans reap the rewards that beavers bring 
to our ecosystems.

Amigos Bravos recognizes the value of protect-
ing and restoring beavers to New Mexico’s wa-
terways as these toothy rodents are a keystone 
species that  help save water, recharge aquifers, 
mitigate flooding and drought, reduce wildfire 
damage, and create aquatic/wetlands habitat. 

In October of 2022, Amigos Bravos worked with 
the Rio Fernando de Taos collaborative, the 
Town of Taos, and the New Mexico Department 
of Game and Fish to install a pond leveler (a.k.a. 
beaver deceiver) in Fred Baca Park in Taos to 
prevent the Rio Fernando de Taos from getting 
too high and flooding the playground area. 

After employees with Taos‘ Public Works  
Department tore out a section of a beaver dam 
on the edge of Fred Baca Park wetland area-rais-
ing the ire of birders and environmental advo-
cates—town officials promised to find a solution 
that would allow beavers and town infrastructure 
to coexist. 

“This dam created invaluable wetland 
habitat for river otter, raccoons, skunk, 
coyote and a variety of bird species, 
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Restoring Watershed Health 

Photo credit: Nina Anthony 

including the federally-endangered 
southwest willow flycatcher, but it 
also had the potential to cause flood-
ing, threatening the playground area 
in one location and a sewage pipe 
and roadway in another.” 

— Steven Fry, Amigos Bravos Policy 
and Project Specialist

This potential liability forced the Town of Taos to 
remove the beaver dam with heavy machinery, 
a strategy that has been utilized annually for the 
past 25 years to control the water level. While 
this strategy is effective to protect Town infra-
structure, it also reduces the habitat and  
ecosystem services generated by the wetland 
for the species who call our region home.

Where feasible, Beaver Deceivers are a much 
better option to beaver trapping. Beaver 
Deceivers have an exclusion fence on a pipe 
inlet that prevent beavers from detecting the  
flow of water into the pipe. Since they can’t feel 
or hear any water flowing into the pipe, the 
beavers leave the inlet of the pipe alone. The 
highest point of the pipe thus controls the  
pond level and creates a permanent leak in the 
pond so a safe pond level is maintained and 
prevents flooding. 

The Beaver Deceiver installed at Fred Baca Park 
serves as a model project that can be duplicated 
at other sites along the Rio Fernando, as well as 
other rivers in the region. 

Contact Steven Fry for more information and/or 
resources: sfry@amigosbravos.org
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Photo credit: Pexels.com
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Holding Polluters Accountable 

WORKING WITH COMMUNITIES  
TO MITIGATE THE IMPACTS OF  
PFAS CONTAMINATION AND  
OTHER TOXIC POLLUTANTS

Amigos Bravos continues its environmental 
justice work by allying with community partners 
by assisting those communities acutely impact-
ed by toxic pollutants in ground water. Amigos 
Bravos receives anecdotal information on pollu-
tion and then does research on the affected area 
on the types and levels of toxic pollutants that 
negatively impact the welfare of ground water 
and the environment as well as the well-being  
of those communities in need of assistance  
and seeking ways to aid in relief, mitigation  
and restoration.  

The groundwater in La Cieneguilla, 
a small community south of Santa 
Fe, rich in historical and cultural 
resources has been infiltrated with 
industrial types of PFAS (Per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances), and 
several private water wells have 
tested positive for these types of 
PFAS. The people of La Cieneguil-
la rely on their private wells to: 
water their gardens, care for their 
livestock, clean and care for their 
homes, use for every day cooking, 
and nourish their bodies by drink-
ing the water. The water in those 
wells can no longer be used for 
consumption, nor can the soils, 
livestock, or garden be used as 
this industrial PFAS has infiltrated 
those natural systems and their 
yields. Amigos Bravos has been 
working with the community of 

La Cieneguilla to help them find resources to 
off-set the immediate impacts of ground water 
contamination while the NMED looks to find 
solutions for long term mitigation. 

Amigos Bravos has been working 
with the community of La Ciene-
guilla to help them find resources 
to off-set the immediate impacts 
of ground water contamination 
while the NMED looks to find  
solutions for long term mitigation.

Photo credit: La Cieneguilla, Susan Guevara 
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Holding Polluters Accountable 

TRACKING EPA DISCHARGE PERMITS

Amigos Bravos tracks EPA issued National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
permits across the state. These are the permits 
to control pollution from wastewater treatment 
plants, industrial activities, and development 
projects that the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) issues for discharges into the 
4-6% of New Mexico waters that still remain 
federally protected under the Clean Water Act. 
In 2023 Amigos Bravos engaged in several 
permit renewal processes by meeting with EPA 
and New Mexico Environment Department staff 
and submitting comments on draft permits. We 
submitted comments on the city of Anthony, 
New Mexico’s wastewater permit, with a focus 

on implementing antidegradation protections 
to ensure that their draft renewed permit was 
not increasing pollution loading into the Rio 
Grande. We also commented on the Village of 
Taos Ski Valley’s draft permit for their wastewater 
discharges where we identified compliance vio-
lations and concerns about proposed pollutant 
loading. In 2023 Amigos Bravos also continued 
our involved oversight of the implementation 
of the individual industrial stormwater permit 
for Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) by 
submitting detailed comments on LANL’s 1,500 
page draft Sampling Implementation Plan (SIP).
Our comments focused on concerns about  
inadequate monioring requirements and the 
lack of strong triggers for corrective action. 
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Building a Waters Movement

AMIGOS BRAVOS’ PARTICIPATION IN THE 2023 PASEO PROJECT IN KIT 
CARSON PARK IN TAOS, NM, HIGHLIGHTED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE UPPER 
RIO GRANDE WATERSHED THROUGH AN INTERACTIVE ART INSTALLATION

The Upper Rio Grande Basin Watershed Wall was a collaboration 
between Amigos Bravos and Taos-based environmental artist, 
Scott Sutton. The interactive art installation functioned as an 
educational sculpture highlighting the terrestrial ecosystems of 
the Upper Rio Grande watershed.

The Watershed Wall was constructed of a steel frame and 
catchment basin with a pump that circulated water up to a drip 
line. The dripline created a falling water “screen” onto which 
images were projected from a projector. We projected images 
and videos upon the screen of water highlighting the diversity of 
species such as fish, insects, birds, mammals, and plants that are 
integral to the ecosystems of the Upper Rio Grande Basin.

Water flowed from a catchment system at the top of the steel 
frame down to a spillway that created the screen of continuously 
falling water using a pump located within the catchment basin where it flowed through lines back up 
to the spillways. The projections displayed images of terrestrial life that are endemic to the Upper Rio 
Grande Basin or migrate through the watershed on a seasonal basis. A diversity of ecological species 
such as fish, insects, reptiles, birds, mammals, and humans were projected onto the wall of water. 

PASEO Project attendees were able to interact with the wall of water sculpture. Symbolically, this 
interaction highlighted our interwoven relationship to the terrestrial environment along with the 
hydrological and natural ecosystems that sustain humanity as well as all the other diversity of species 
that live in and rely upon the Upper Rio Grande Watershed Basin.

A call for images was made to the community to upload photos to the Amigos Bravos Facebook 
page prior to the event. The community collaboration enabled people in Taos and other Northern 
New Mexico communities to share their personal interactions with the Upper Rio Grande watershed 
– illuminating our collective interdependency to the watershed and among a diversity of species and 
people in Northern New Mexico.

The installation was a popular venue for Amigos Bravos to heighten awareness of the importance of 
the Upper Rio Grande watershed’s health for the diversity of species who live within the terrestrial 
landscape – including humans – to a broader, younger audience.

Photo credit: Scott Sutton
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Building a Waters Movement

TESTING WATER QUALITY IN 
NORTHERN NEW MEXICO WITH 
EXPANDING TEAMS OF WATER 
SENTINELS VOLUNTEERS

In the summer of 2023, the Water Sentinels – Rios 
de Taos completed their 16th year of water quality 
sampling in Taos County. Without the Water 
Sentinels, the Red River, Rio Hondo, Rio Grande, 
Rio Fernando and the Rio Pueblo would only be 
sampled for water quality once every 8-10 years. 
This year, as we do every two years, we submitted 
our water quality findings and suggestions to 
the New Mexico Environment Department for 
inclusion in their decision making for the 2024-
2026 CWA 303(d)/305(b) Integrated report of 
Assessed Surface Waters. 
 

Since 2021, the Water Sentinels teams have 
been expanding. Volunteers are now sampling 
the Rio Embudo in Dixon, and the upper Pecos 
River. In 2023, in Partnership with Trout Unlimited, 
we also formed volunteer teams to collect 
baseline data for Outstanding Natural Resource 
Waters designations in the San Juan River near 
Farmington, and the Rio San Antonio in the  
Jemez mountains. 
 
Data collected by volunteers 
includes temperature, pH, electrical 
conductivity, dissolved oxygen, up  
to 23 heavy metals, nutrients 
(ammonia, nitrate and phosphate),  
and radioactivity (gross alpha  
and beta).
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NURTURING FUTURE WATER STEWARDS THROUGH OUR  
SUMMER INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

Building a Waters Movement

Introducing Amigos Bravos 
2023 Summer Intern, 
Georgia Blue Simmons 
(left). As a Field, Policy, 
and Watershed Outreach 
Intern, Georgia (or “Georgia 
Blue” as she preferred 
to be called) applied 
research best management 
practices to develop skills 
in watershed experiential 
field work such as mitigating 
illegal dumping, learning 
about watershed ecology 
and functioning, and 
assisting in outreach to 
the general community on 
the importance of keeping 
watersheds free of illegal 

dumping. Georgia also 
learned about monitoring 
the health of waterways 
through water quality 
sampling and how pollutants 
affect and negatively impact 
the community, agriculture, 
and environment. Georgia 
Blue is currently in her 
senior year at Sewanee: 
The University of the South 
in Sewanee, Tennessee, 
majoring in The Environment 
and Sustainability with  
a focus in Environmental 
Justice and a minor  
in Economics. 

“I grew up in a home that fostered a 

love and care for the environment. 

This internship provided me with an 

opportunity to embrace my passion 

for environmental protection while 

flexing my data analysis and com-

munication skills,” said Georgia Blue 

about her experience working at 

Amigos Bravos.

Ren Murata (right) was born 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico and 
in his spare time enjoys skiing, 
biking, camping,  music, and 
photography. In previous 
summers he has spent his 
time working with the Zuni 
Mountain Youth Conservation 
Corps helping build trails and 
fences and maintain the forest 
land. Ren will be attending 
United World College (UWC) 
a two-year international 
baccalaureate program in 
Tanzania this fall. 

He is interested in 
Environmental Science, 
sustainability, and 
Conservation. Ren enjoyed 
working with Amigos Bravos 
because he worked on testing 
water quality on the Not 
Forgotten Outreach farm and 
created a report comparing 
the data to previous years. 
Ren found out about Amigos 
Bravos through a school 
experiential learning trip, 
where his school went to
the Rio Grande in Pilar and 
observed the health and bugs 
living in the river.

 “Amigos Bravos has been a great experience, I have learned how to test and take care of our rivers.  I never knew how many variables there are to keep a river healthy.”  — Ren Murata
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Financial Report

FISCAL YEAR 2023 (OCTOBER 1, 2022 
TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2023) 

Amigos Bravos is protecting its long-term financial viability  
by building its capital reserve fund, implementing a planned 
giving campaign, and growing endowment funds for Amigos 
Bravos housed at the New Mexico Foundation  
and Taos Community Foundation. 

REVENUE:
Foundations*......................................... 942,094 
Government Contracts.......................  195,804 
Membership / Contribution................ 391,739 
Program Services.................................... 45,247 
Events................................................................ 0
Other...................................................... 467,772
	  Total: 2,042,656

FISCAL YEAR 2023 (OCTOBER 1, 2022
TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2023) 

EXPENSES:
Programs................................................ 871,501  
General & Administrative...................... 33,002  
Membership Outreach & Ed................. 83,111  
Events and Sales..............................................0
Development.......................................... 51,096  
	 Total: 1,038,710

Net Excess or <Deficit>	 1,003,946 

*Several foundation grants are for multi-year  
contracts that carry forward into FY24.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Francisco “Cisco” Guevara, President 
Peggy Nelson, Vice President 
Nicola Ulibarri, Treasurer 
Liliana Castillo, Secretary 
Gordon “Jock” Jacober 
Eleanor Bravo 
Jeremy Vesbach 

STAFF 
Joseph Zupan, Executive Director 
Rachel Conn, Deputy Director 
Shannon Romeling, Projects and  
Foundation Coordinator 
Nina Anthony, Donor and  
Communications Coordinator 
Elena Fernandez, Projects Specialist and 
Internship Coordinator
Steven Fry, Policy and Project Specialist 

Staff, Appreciation & Thank You

Otter illustration: MD-Rakib
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LEVELS
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Membership Levels: WE COULDN’T DO THIS WITHOUT YOU.     

FRIENDS  
OF NM  
WATERS  
$1 TO $99

Dr. Mercedes Agogino
Eric Albrecht
Lynn Aldrich
Mary Alvarado
Kenny Ausubel
Mary Bacchus
Alana Benjamin
Karen Blackmore
Tara Bloyd
Martha Burk and  
Ralph Estes
Ria Burnett
Janet Byrne
Mary Jo Carey
Andrea Castellanos
Nancy Cella
Jeffrey Colledge
Neil Cozzens
Jennie and Michael Crews
Susan and David Daney
John Clary Davies
Ellen Durant
Kristina G. Fisher
Albuquerque Monthly 
Meeting of the Religious 
Society of Friends
Daisan E. Taylor-Glass and 
Mark A. Glass

Andrea Gore
Krystin Graziano and  
Joan Kandel
Holly Grimm
Keith A. Grover
Harriett and Wendell Harris
Mark Scott Henderson
Elizabeth Hoobler
Doug Jeffords
Carolyn Kiser
Brian Kitts
Antonia and Michael Knight
Randall LaGro
Frederic and Ashley 
Levesque
Rand Levitt
Ingrid Lincoln
Abigail L. Mattaro
Mahlon Murphy
Bill Murray
Jean Muste
Whitney Nieman
Rebecca Okun
David and Therese Patton
Jeannie Pearle
Betsy Peirce
Teresa Pisaño
Katherine Winslow-Pond 
Rebecca Quintana
Jason Railsback
Carol Raymond
Rita Rice
Joe Riddell
Steven Robinson

Rebecca Rossi
Dianna Sakai
Julia Sankey
JoAnn Sartorius
Dr. Melissa Savage
Robert A. Schiller
Susan Selbin
Joan and Lawrence 
Shandler, M.D.
Ray Shortridge
Dudley Maurita Slade
Samuel Sloan
Lawrence Smith
Marc Steinberg
Jean Stevens
Jeffrey W. Sussmann
Marilynn Szydlowski
Gwen and Michael Tennison
David C. Thompson
Molly Magnuson and  
Curtis Thomson
Laura Watchempino
Dave Wheelock
Katherine White
Nancy Woodward
Mara Christine Yarbrough

WATER   
ADVOCATES 
$100 TO $249

Daniel R. Abramson
Nina Anthony

Photo Credit: Jim O’Donnell
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Sally N. Bachofer
Sharon and Robert Barton
Jerry Sue Bassalleck
Judith Bell
Susan Drobeck and  
Dr. Samuel Berne
Sally and Bob Blair
Sarah Bogar
Sally Corning and  
Edison Buchanan
William T. Burgin
A. Janine Burke
Lawrence Carreon
Liliana Reem Castillo
Frankie Chamberlain
Sally Mayer
Jefferson Cowie
Wendy Cox
Melissa Haye-Cserhat and 
Alex Cserhat
Debbie and Dennis Devine
Kat Duff and Kathleen 
Brennan
Jane and Roy Dunlap
Naomi Engelman
Karl Eschenbach
Brent Alan Faulkner
Stuart Harold Feen
Robert Fitch
Michael T. Flood
Kay Foster
Peter C. French
Thomas B. French
Robin J. Gaupp
Janet Gilchrist

Eliza Gilkyson and  
Robert Jensen
Karin Bergh Hall
Rachel Hands
Margery Herrington
Penny Holland
Tracy Hughes
Michael Jensen
Nancy Johnson and 
Kim Buehre
Lydia Johnston
Pamela Timmerman  
and David Juarez
Kenneth Gallard
Marci and William Kipnis
Bonnie Korman and  
Bob Bishop
Marcy L. Leavitt
Leroy and Shelby Leonard
Andrew Leonard and  
Becky Roh
Elizabeth and Harry 
Linneman
Lori Remedio-Loges and 
John G. Loges
Joan and Michael Logghe
Cliff Loucks
Thomas Luebben
Linda and Arthur Lynch
Nancy Lee Marquis
Alice McClelland and  
John Irwin
James P. Morgan
Brian and Sharon Mulrey
Angelisa Murray
Christine L. Muse

Susan M. Myers
Betsy S. Nichols
Audrey K. and  
David A. Northrop
Sarah Noss
Thomas Podleski
Barbara and Carl Popp
Kristin D. Pulatie
Rebecca Kay Quintana
Melanie and Edward 
Ranney
Barbara A. Riedl
Diana Rushing and  
Lewis M. Rosenthal
Dave Ryan
Charles De Saillan
Laura Sanchez and  
Del Alex
Margie Sanford
John and Ryanne Scalzo
Merry Schroeder
Jessica Schwarzenbach
Sawnie Morris and  
Brian Shields
Anne Marie Sigler
Joan and Donald Stehr, 
M.D.
Robert Strell
Taos Bee Flower
Janet Brook and  
Ron Thomas
Corey Tucker
Julianne and James Turner
Dona J. Upson
Susan Verkamp
Terrell A. White

Membership Levels: WE COULDN’T DO THIS WITHOUT YOU.     
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Marcus and Edith Whitson
Romany Wood and  
Carl Rosenberg

WATER  
STEWARDS  
$250 TO $499

Bolene Charitable Trust
Patricia Heinen and 
Catherine Boyle
Hamilton Brown and 
Martha Worthington
Centinel Bank of Taos
Rose and Robert Chappell
Jan Cross and  
Jai Saul Cross
Peter James Dennedy-
Frank
Melissa Frank
Tobah Gass and  
Thomas Terwilliger
Ronald Loehman
John Bard Manulis and  
Liz Heller
Don McPheron
Virginia Mudd and  
Clifford Burke
The Mumford Family 
Foundation
Bette Myerson
Rev. Robert A. Patterson
Sandra M. Place
Ramon and Betsy Sanchez

Mary Anne and  
Al Sanborn
Richard Sayre
David Schwentker
Dolores Spontak
Taos Land and Cattle 
Company, LLC
Mary Whitcomb
Michael and Julie Zimber

WATER  
GUARDIANS $500  
TO $999

Megan Anderson
Cid’s Food Market
Susan and Dick Evans
Martha and Christopher 
Flanders
Reed Family Foundation
Jana D. Gunnell
Alford Bunting Johnson
Jones Family Annual Fund
Alex Kurtz
Joan O‘Connell and 
Stephen Lecuyer
Greg Lower
Caitlin McHugh
Bonnie Payne and  
Roger Tobin
Red River Brewing 
Company
Marla Painter and  
Mark Rudd

Clare Castiglia and 
Lawrence Shore
Barbara McAneny  M.D. 
and Steven Kanig, M.D.
Laura Ellen Walton
Dorothy Wells and  
Gary Grief

WATER  
ANGELS $1,000  
TO $2,499

Jan Birchfield
American Endownment 
Foundation
Anya and Henry  
Bagley Fund
Russell and Dorothy Budd 
Family Foundation
Linda Fair
Meredith Mason Garcia and 
Richard Harlan
Elizabeth Greenlee
Harbor Oaks Foundation
Donald Hurst
Deborah and Jonathan 
Hutchison
Carlie Lines
Daniel McGuire and  
Pat Medvick
Sayan Mukherjee
Peggy Nelson
New Mexico Foundation
Sheila O’Malley

Membership Levels: WE COULDN’T DO THIS WITHOUT YOU.     



Nora and Eric Patterson
Rio Grande Water Fund 
The Nature Conservancy  
R. Ruth Foundation
Andrea Rosen Charitable 
Fund
Scudder Family  
Foundation, Inc
Victoria L. Seale
Sulica Fund
Kim Ann Treiber
Kristin and Ross Ulibarrí
Zaring Rose Fund for  
the Earth

WATER  
BENEFACTORS  
$2,500  
TO $4,999

Lensic Performing  
Arts Center
Maki Foundation
NM Dyke Dollars
Joe Poletto
Sierra Club
Taos Valley Acequia 
Association
Veritas Fund
John Wood

WATER  
SPIRITS  
$5,000  
TO $9,999

ABQ Community Foundation 
Northern Rio Grande  
National Heritage Area INC.
Sam (Hugh) Rychener
The Sage Fund
Lenita and Henk Van  
Der Werff

WATER  
KEEPERS  
$10,000  
TO $49,000

Jonathan and Kathleen 
Altman Foundation
Richard B. Siegel  
Foundation
Just Woke Up Fund
Milkweed Fund
McCune Foundation 
Santa Fe Community 
Foundation  
Pew Charitable 
Trusts

WATER  
VISIONAIRES  
$50,000 + 

Carroll Petrie Foundation  
Water Foundation 
Walton Family Foundation 
Natural Resources  
Damages Act (NRDA)
Tortuga Charitable 
Foundation
New Mexico Foundation 
Lineberry Foundation 
Thornburg Foundation 
Estate of Wes Patterson  

Membership Levels: WE COULDN’T DO THIS WITHOUT YOU.     

Right Photo: Geraint Smith

Brian Shields, Co-Founder of 

Amigos Bravos, shown here with 

Amigos Bravos Deputy Director, 

Rachel Conn, continues to be an 

active advocate for our work.
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“A river seems like a magical thing.  
	 A magical, moving, living part of 	
	 the very earth itself.”  
	 —  Laura Gilpin, American Photographer



Together, we can protect the sacred waters 
on which all life depends. 

Donations can be made online at  
www.amigosbravos.org/donate 
or mailed to:
Amigos Bravos, Inc.
P.O. Box 238
Taos, NM 87564

Please feel free to stop by our offices if you  
have questions about our work and/or would 
like to learn about ways you can help support it.  
We’re located at 114 Des Georges Place  
in the historic district of Taos, New Mexico. 

Amigos Bravos relies on charitable gifts from 
individuals, families, and foundations to 
continue our work on water-related issues 
that affect communities across New Mexico. 
With your support, together, we can 
accomplish our goals. To learn more about 
work and to become a part of it, please visit 
our website, www.amigosbravos.org.

Stay Connected: 

www.facebook.com/amigosbravos

www.x.com/amigosbravos1

www.instagram.com/amigosbravos

membership@amigosbravos.com


